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Army Capt. David Rozelle runs in a race in
New York. He lost his foot and part of his
leg in Iraq but has been declared fit for
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Bush, Musharraf meet pages

President Bush greets Pakistani President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf during their meeting in the Oval Office at The White
House on Saturday. Bush praised Pakistan’s efforts in the war
on terrorism.
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Nation

Gay marriage dispute: Propo-
nents of gay marriage told a judge
that arguments over whether mar-

riage is designed to foster procreation
and whether gays make good parents
are irrelevant to their case.

Twelve couples are suing to get California
to overturn its statutory ban on gay mar-
riage, a response to legal claims of two
Christian groups.

In briefs filed Friday, the couples’ law-
yers pointed out to Superior Court Judge Ri-
chard Kramer that California’s Legislature
and Supreme Court have already settled the
procreation-parenting question by allowing
gays to have children through adoption or re-
productive technology.

Kramer has set a Dec. 22 hearing on the
constitutional issues raised in the couples’
lawsuit and a companion case brought by
the city of San Francisco.

Catholic  abuse  settlement: A
record-breaking, $100-million clergy sex
abuse settlement between the Roman Catho-
lic Diocese of Orange and 87 plaintiffs
brought some measure of relief to long-suf-
fering families Friday, but legal experts dif-
fered over whether the blockbuster deal
would help resolve a huge backlog of cases
in California.

The agreement, reached late Thursday
and expected to be finalized as soon as Mon-
day, surpasses the previous record of $85
million awarded to 552 victims of clergy
abuse in Boston in 2003, a participant in set-
tlement negotiations said.

It wasn’t clear how much of the settle-
ment insurers would pay and how much the
diocese would provide, but church officials
said the deal would not bankrupt the dio-
cese or require the closure of any of its 55
parishes.

Columbine investigation: A couple who
say they warned authorities about one of the
Columbine High School killers more than a
year before the massacre want the Jeffer-
son County district attorney and four other
lawyers disbarred.

Randy and Judy Brown, who contacted
the sheriff’s office in 1997 and 1998 with
complaints that teen gunman Eric Harris
had bullied their son, say the attorneys
failed to disclose materials that could have
been used as evidence in lawsuits filed after
the 1999 assault on the high school.

They asked the Colorado Supreme Court
judiciary review committee on Thursday
for investigations against attorneys who at-
tended a meeting two days after the April
20, 1999, attack in which Harris and Dylan
Klebold killed 13 people before committing
suicide.

Robert Blake trial: A lawyer monitoring
the investigation into the theft of a computer
containing key records of actor Robert
Blake’s defense said Friday the murder trial
may have to be delayed.

James Blatt, the special master appointed
to monitor the Los Angeles police investiga-
tion into the burglary, said the theft raises
questions about whether the trial can start
Monday, as scheduled.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Dar-
lene E. Schempp delayed a pre-trial hearing
to allow Schwartzbach to inventory missing
materials and report back Monday. That is
the same day the judge told jurors to report
for the start of trial.

Tiger escape lawsuit: Two people have
filed suit against an animal trainer and a cir-
cus after a tiger escaped from its cage last
year and caused a multi-car accident they
claim left them with back injuries.

New York City police detective Maureen
O'Malley and Quisorys Wanda Colon of
Queens are each seeking $30 million in dam-

Scott Peterson case: Joe and Janey Peter-
son leave the San Mateo Superior Court-
house in Redwood City, Calif., on Friday
after Joe, Scott Peterson’s half brother,
took the stand in the sentencing phase of
Scott Peterson. Peterson, 32, faces either
the death penalty or life in prison without
the possibility of parole for the 2002 mur-
ders. Peterson’s lawyers told Judge Alfred
A. Delucchi they planned to call about 20
more witnesses. Delucchi told jurors to
expect testimony into Tuesday, possibly
even Wednesday, before closing arguments.

ages, according to the lawsuits.

The 7-year-old, 450-pound Bengal tiger,
Apollo, escaped as it was being transferred
from a small cage to a larger one in Queens
last July. Apollo strolled past a church pic-
nic and into a residential neighborhood,
then crossed the Jackie Robinson Parkway,
where the collisions occurred.

Segregation amendment: A statewide re-
count showed that Alabama narrowly voted
to keep language in the state constitution
supporting segregation and poll taxes, ac-
cording to unofficial totals released Friday.

Secretary of State Nancy Worley said vot-
ers defeated the amendment by just 1,850
votes out of more than 1.3 million cast.

The original vote count showed the
amendment lost by the same margin, or 0.13
percent.

Worley cautioned that the totals are unof-
ficial until the votes are certified next week.

The amendment would have erased unen-
forced language from Alabama’s constitu-
tion that required segregated schools and
poll taxes, which were designed to keep
blacks from voting.

Elizabeth Smart case: A judge ordered a
new round of competency evaluations in the
Elizabeth Smart kid-
napping case Friday
after the suspect broke
out in a Christmas
hymn at a court hear-

ing.

Judge Judith Ather-
ton’s order came after
Brian David Mitchell
closed his eyes and
sang, “Oh come, oh
come, Immanuel,” the
name he used as a
street preacher.

Mitchell
After about 40 seconds of the tune, the
judge ordered Mitchell from the courtroom.
Mitchell’s lawyers said he had grown in-
creasingly delusional in jail since Septem-

ber, when the judge declared him compe-
tent after seven months of dueling evalua-
tions.

World

IRA, Northern Ireland talks : The Irish Re-
publican Army still hasn’t contacted the
Northern Ireland disarmament chief, rais-
ing doubts about the outlawed group’s al-
leged commitment to a new peace deal, the
major Protestant leader declared Saturday.

Democratic Unionist leader Ian Paisley
— whose uncompromising British Protes-
tant party is resisting pressure to form an ad-
ministration alongside Sinn Fein, the
IRA-linked party backed by most Catholics
— said he wouldn’t revive power-sharing un-
less the IRA disarms and shuts down.

The British and Irish prime ministers,
Tony Blair and Bertie Ahern, say they have
received assurances from Sinn Fein that the
IRA would disarm speedily and cease all ac-
tivities as part of any agreement.

France, U.S. custody battle: A 4-year-old
girl at the center of a trans-Atlantic custody
battle that drew attention at the highest lev-
els of French government was turned over
to her American father on Friday.

An appeals court ruled hours earlier that
David Washington, from New York state,
had custody over his daughter Charlotte.

The child came into national focus this
fall when French police scaled the walls of
her nursery school in southern France and
barged into her classroom in a bid to return
her to her father.

Teachers hid the child and the police left
empty-handed, but Prime Minister
Jean-Pierre Raffarin expressed shock at
what he called their “unacceptable” behav-
ior.

Friday’s appeals court decision returned
to the May 13 ruling, saying there “was no
danger” found in giving the father custody
and he could remove his daughter from fos-
ter care, said the girl’s court-appointed law-
yer, Joelle Tosca-Zonino.

Business

Enron case: Nearly one-third of potential
Houston-area jurors surveyed on behalf of
former Enron Corp. CEO Jeffrey Skilling
said they associate his name with words like
“evil” and “pig,” but the two-thirds who
don’t show he and company founder Ken-
neth Lay can face a fair jury at home, feder-
al prosecutors said in a court filing Friday.

The government minimized Skilling’s ar-
gument — supported by Lay and former top
Enron accountant Richard Causey, the third
defendant in what is expected to be the
blockbuster of Enron-related criminal cases

— that the yet-unscheduled trial must be
moved outside of Texas to select an impar-
tial jury.

U.S. District Judge Sim Lake has yet to
rule on the issue.

War on terrorism

Germans arrest terror suspect: German
authorities Saturday arrested a fourth man
on suspicion of involvement in an
al-Qaida-linked group’s alleged plot to at-
tack Iragi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi dur-
ing his visit to Berlin this week.

Meanwhile, the three Iraqis already in
custody for their alleged roles in the plot de-
nied the accusations against them during
questioning Saturday by a judge, Der Spie-
gel newsweekly reported Saturday. The
judge will decide whether to issue an arrest
warrant against them.

The fourth suspect, a man with Lebanese
cmzenshlp, was arrested in Berlin on suspi-
cion of supporting a foreign terrorist organi-
zation, federal prosecutors’ spokesman
Hartmut Schneider said.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Bombs in Baghdad, Mosul kill at least 14

Iraq attacks kill
4 servicemembers,
U.S. military says

BY SAMEER N. YACOUB
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Suicide car bombs struck
Iragi police and Kurdish militiamen in
Baghdad and northern Iraq on Saturday,
killing at least 14 people, wounding 67, and
again demonstralmg the lethal reach of
Iraq’s burgeoning insurgency just weeks
ahead of crucial elections set for Jan. 30.

More than 40 Iragis have been killed in
the last two days alone.

Meanwhile, the insurgents’ deadly cam-
paign against American troops continued.
Two U.S. soldiers were killed by roadside
bombs in Baghdad and north of the capital
Saturday, and the military announced two
other Americans died in a suicide car
bombing of their post near the Jordanian
border the day before.

Saturday’s car bombs in Baghdad went
off nearly simultaneously at about 9:30
am. by a police station across the street
from a checkpoint leading to the heavily
fortified Green Zone, which houses the of-
fices of Iraq’s interim government and sev-
eral foreign missions.

Bursts of automatic fire followed the
thunderous detonation, which shook win-
dows several hundred yards away in build-
ings on the opposite side of the Tigris
River.

Health officials said the bodies of seven
people killed by the blast and 59 wounded
were brought to two Baghdad hospitals.

Officials said most of the victims were
police officers, but the identities of all the
dead were not yet known.

Adel Hassan, a policeman who survived
the attack with head injuries, said at a hos-
pital crammed with victims that a “suicide
car bomber sped into our place [the police
station] ... and then there was an explo-
sion.”

The attack came a day after a highly co-
ordinated assault on a police station west
of Baghdad in which insurgents killed 16
police, looted the station’s armory and
freed dozens of prisoners.

U.S. Army 1st Battalion, 24th Infantry soldiers raid a home after taking sniper fire in
Mosul, Iraq, on Saturday. On Friday, about 70 insurgents tried to ambush a U.S. patrol

using roadsi
U.S. and Iraqi forces launched an assault, ki

“We are moving toward the elections
while the insurgents, terrorists and the
former Baath regime members will try to
destroy the security and they will try to
build an environment that the people feel
that there is no security,” Iraqi Defense
Ministry official Broska Noory Shausse
said.

In the northern city of Mosul, a suicide
bomber exploded his vehicle alongside a
bus carrying pro-government Kurdish mili-
tiamen, killing at least seven and wounding
eight, an official said. Along with Iraq’s ma-
jority Shiites, Kurds back the upcoming
elections, and the bombing may have been
an attempt to drag them into a civil war.

The militiamen were being brought in
from the mainly Kurdish city of Irbil to
Mosul, where U.S. and Iraqi forces have
been battling insurgents who staged an up-
rising last month, attacking police stations
and government offices of the Kurds.

In fierce fighting in the city on Friday,
gunmen tried to storm four police stations
but were repelled, the U.S. military said.
About 70 guerrillas also ambushed a U.S.

bombs, rocket-propelled grenades and small-arms fir¢

After regrouping,
g more than two dozen insurgents.

patrol with roadside bombs, rocket-pro-
pelled grenades and small-arms fire. After
regrouping, U.S. and Iraqi forces struck
back on insurgent positions, killing more
than two dozen fighters, the military said.

In an eastern district of Baghdad, a road-
side bomb killed an American soldier and
wounded five others Saturday, the military
said. Another bomb near the town of Ghal-
abiyah, 6 miles west of the insurgent hot-
bed of Baqouba, north of Baghdad, hit a
truck in a U.S. military convoy, killing a sol-
dier and wounding another, Master Sgt.
Robert Powell said.

A suicide car bomb hit an American for-
ward operating base near Iraq’s border
with Jordan on Friday, killing two U.S. ser-
vicemembers, the U.S. command said Sat-
urday. A Marine spokesman said the at-
tack had been directed at members of the
1st Marine Expeditionary Force.

Iraq closed its Karameh border crossing
into Jordan until further notice, Jordanian
officials said Saturday.

Also Saturday, a hospital official said the

U.S. deaths in [raq

The Associated Press

As of Friday, at least 1,265 members
of the U.S. military have died since the
beginning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associated Press
count. At least 988 died as a result of hos-
tile action, the Defense Department

. The figures include three military
civilians.

The AP count is five higher than the
Defense Department’s tally, last updat-
ed Friday.

‘The Beitish military has reported 74
deaths; Ttaly, 19; Poland, 13; Spain, 11;
Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slova:
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Denmark,
El Salvador, Hungary and Latvia have
reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 1,127 U.S. mili-

members have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 879
deaths resulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the mili-
tary:

One U.S. soldier was Killed Friday
in an explosion near Kirkuk.

W One U.S. soldier died Friday in an
explosion in northern Baghdad.

The latest identification reported by
the military:

B Marine Cpl. Bryan S. Wilson, 22, Ot-
terbein, Ind.; died Wednesday in a vehi-
cle incident in Anbar province; as-
signed to 2nd Battalion, 11th Marine
Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif.

bodies of four slain men wearing Iraqi Na-
tional Guards uniforms were found in
northwestern Irag. The grisly discovery,
made Friday in Tal Afar, brings to at least
70 the number of bodies discovered in and
around that town and Mosul, about 30
miles to the east, since Nov. 18.

Police in the northern city of Samarra
also came under attack Saturday. Mortars
were fired at a station after midnight,
wounding two officers. Gunmen injured
two policemen in another attack at about
10 a.m., according to police Maj. Sadoon
Ahmed Matroud.

Abizaid defends sending more U.S. troops to Iraq

BY ADNAN MALIK
The Associated Press

MANAMA, Bahrain — The
United States will boost its forces
in Iraq to a record number of
150,000 in coming weeks because
inexperienced Iragi troops can-
not ensure security for next
month’s national elections, the
commander of U.S. forces in Iraq
said Saturday.

Gen. John Abizaid, head of U.S.
Central Command, said “it had
been our hope” that troop increas-
es before the Jan. 30 election
would consist mostly of Iragis.

But “while the Iraqi troops are
larger in number than they used
to be, those forces have to be sea-
soned more, trained more. So, it's
necessary to bring more Ameri-
can forces,” he said.

The United States currently
has about 138,000 troops in Iraq.
On Wednesday, the Pentagon

said the de-
ployment
would  in-
crease  to
about
150,000 by
mid-January
—  slightly
than
the
inva-
sion that top-
pled Saddam
Hussein’s re-

ime.
Most of that increase will come
through extending until March
the tours of duty of more than
10,000 soldiers and Marines origi-
nally scheduled to return home in
January.
Abizaid said the U.S. military
presence needed strengthening
“to ensure that there is enough se-
curity for the elections.” In the
first popular vote since Saddam’s

ouster, Iragis will choose a
275-member assembly that will
write a permanent constitution.

There have been calls to post-
pone the election because of daily
insurgent attacks, but the United
States and interim Iraqi govern-
ment have insisted it proceed on
time.

“We have to understand that
the elections are not going to be
perfect, but it is important that
elections happen,” Abizaid said
on the sidelines of a regmnal secu-
rity conference in Bahrai

Traqi National Security Adviser
Qassim Dawoud, who also attend-
ed the conference, welcomed the
increase in American troops.

“Any delay in this election
means giving an encouragement
and a gift to the terrorists, who
are trying to stop the movement
toward a new democratic Iraq,”
he said. “Iragis are ready for the
election, and we are taking every

measure to increase security.”

In September, President Bush
said Iraq’s government command-
ed almost 100,000 trained and
combat-ready Iraqis, including
police, national guardsmen and
army soldiers. He predicted then
the total would rise to 125,000 by
Dec. 31.

Abizaid said those forces were
“constantly improving,” but they
needed more mechanized forces
and more leaders.

“When Iraqi military officers
of senior rank get appointed to po-
sitions of responsibility, that's
when I think the whole organiza-
tion will start to come together,”
Abizaid said, referring to the
Iragi Army and National Guard.

Abizaid also said Iraq’s neigh-
bors — specifically Syria and
Iran — must stop groups within
their borders who are trying to de-
stabilize Iraq. However, he made
arare U.S. acknowledgment of im-

provement, saying: “Things are
better now then they were a
month ago, but things are still not
good enough.”

Syria hosts many members of
Saddam’s regime who fund the in-
surgency, Abizaid said.

“We have asked the Syrian gov-
ernment to put a stop to that,” he
added.

In Iran, he said, some people
were helping rebels such as Shi-
ite leader Mugtada al-Sadr.

“All governments that border
Iraq should assist the Iraqis in
achieving stability ... without in-
fluencing the internal dynamics
of the politics,” Abizaid said.

A high-level summit on Iraq’s
security wrapped up Wednesday
in Tehran, Iran, with Iraq’s neigh-
bors vowing to control their bor-
ders and stop the money trans-
fers that finance terror activities.
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Volume and variety make Balad enjoyable

Air traffic controllers at air base ‘get a little bit of everything

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

BALAD AIR BASE, Iraq — The aircraft
that fly into Balad are big and small, Ameri-
can and foreign, slow and fast. Many can
even hover in midair.

For the folks in the control tower, the ac-
tivity and variety is heaven.

“There’s never a dull moment,” said
Master Sgt. Fred Erolin, chief controller
with the 332nd Expeditionary Operations
Support Squadron.

A few hundred times a day, an aircraft
leaves the base or arrives. It might be a
lumbenng C-5 Galaxy or a speedy F-16 Fly-
ing Falcon. It might be a Chinook hellcop-
ter or an RC-130 Army reconnaissance
plane. Or it could be a pilotless remote con-
trol aircraft.

Shoot, it might even be an odd-looking
Russian cargo plane.

“It’s what makes this place that much
more challenging,” said Erolin, who is
from Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.

‘When Spc. Erin Korich and Spc. Brett
Cole arrived in March with 12 other Army
air traffic controllers from Company B of
the 3rd Battalion, 58th Aviation Regiment
at Katterbach, Germany, they were mas-
ters with helicopters but novices with fixed
wing aircraft.

“We had no real life experience with
fixed wing, only [during training] at the
schoolhouse,” said Cole. “At this point,
we're probably the most experienced con-
trollers in the Army. Nobody else deals
with what we do.”

“It took me a month, month and a half be-
fore I felt completely comfortable,” said
Korich.

The air base serves the largest supply

hub in the Iraqi theater. Logistics Support
Area Anaconda is a lifeline for nearly
140,000 troops battling i in the

)

Also, because the control tower is the tall-
est lhmg for miles around on the flat desert
the are valuable as-

country.

Erolin, who has worked at Air Force
fighter bases, said this one tops them all for
the sheer number of aircraft movements.

“It’s four or fives times busier,” he said.

But it is not just the volume, he said, that
makes it such a challenging and enjoyable
job for controllers. It is also the variety of
aircraft.

“You're talking about different air
speeds,” he said. “One of the hardest jobs
for a controller to do is sequence the air-
craft.”

If fast-moving fighters, slow Sherpas
and some helicopters all converge on the
base at the same time, the controller has to
line them up in a way that will get all down
as quickly as possible.

“T've always told my people, this is not
science, this is art,” said Erolin, a control-
ler for 15 years. “Air traffic control is pure

Of course, they are creating this art in
the middle of a country wracked by war. Al-
though the threat has been quiet lately, the
base has been a bull’s-eye for the enemy
outside the wire with mortars and rockets.

As a result, controllers have to be on the
lookout for any attempt to shoot at the air-
craft coming or going outside the base pe-
rimeter.

“You have to maintain a very high level
of SA, we call it — situational awareness,”
said Erolin.

If an aircraft gets shot at, it will take eva-
sive action. The controller must be ready
to tell the pilot if other aircraft are in the
area and tell the other aircraft what has
just happened, he said.

sets in noting where mortar rounds and
rockets land on base.

Controllers let the command post know
if they spot a cloud of dust or smoke from
an impact, Erolin said. Some have landed
so close they’ve rattled the windows of the
tower.

But, he said, “we were working aircraft
still.”

The equipment used in the tower is tacti-
cal gear that belongs to the Army. The sol-
diers from Katterbach have become the ex-
perts in the tower, having seen two Air
Force rotations of controllers come and go.
The flying service does four-month rota-
tions in the theater. The Army does
12-month tours.

“These guys, they’re the continuity for
us,” said Master Sgt. Brian Brannen, from
Luke Air Force Base, Ariz. “They’re the
ones we go to.”

Cole said, “We've trained a lot of people
here.”

While the controllers talked, they also
moved various aircraft in and out of the
base.

A C-17 left. A remote-controlled Preda-
tor surveillance aircraft landed and rolled
across the runway. The Army sent off one
of its C-23 Sherpas. A Russian cargo jet
came in and an Air Force C-130 requested
fuel before it left.

While this might be a day to remember
at a base that normally sees mainly fight-
ers or tankers or cargo aircraft, the mixed
batlch of aircraft didn’t raise an eyebrow in

“Here,” said Brannen, “you get a little
bit of everyihmg

ail Ron Jensen ai
Jonsenremaonipes osdmil.

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes

Spc. Erin Korich, an air traffic controller
with the 3rd Battalion, 58th Aviation Regi-
ment from Katterbach, Germany, talks to a
pilot from the tower on Balad Air Base,
Iraq. Army and Air Force controllers work
side by side directing a variety of aircraft
into the base.

roops find holiday cheer

Balad Air Base.

Left: A Christmas tree made from lumber and standing 41 feet tall was lit Saturday at dusk on Balad Air
Base, Iraq. The tree was designed by Albert Pellot of DynCorp, built by Air Force volunteers and decorated
with 4,800 lights. A ceremony to light the tree included songs from the Reindeer Band and a prayer, but
was interrupted by a mortar attack before Santa Claus’ arrival. Santa arrived after the all-clear was sounded
following the mortar attack. Above: Capt. Diane Stroble, left, 1st Lt. Bethany Brown, center, and Airman
1st Class Pamela Bigham were part of the Reindeer Band that performed at the tree-lighting ceremony on

PPHOTOS BY RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes
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‘I'm going to take a spare
with me to war’

leg

Medical retirement

no longer automatic
for servicemembers
disabled in combat

BY ANNE HULL
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — After an
anti-tank mine destroyed his foot
and part of his leg in Iraq, Capt.
David Rozelle, 31, considered his
future. In another era, the com-
mander of a cavalry troop would
have been heralded for his brav-
ery and likely issued a medical re-
tirement.

But Rozelle experienced a dif-
ferent message while hospital-
ized at Walter Reed Army Medi-
cal Center in Washington. Nearly
every officer who visited his
room cheered on a comeback.
The Texas native spent the next
nine months swimming, weight
lifting, mountain biking and get-
ting used to running with an artifi-
cial leg. He passed the necessary
physical fitness tests given by the
Army medical board and was de-
clared fit for duty. Next year, Ro-
zelle is slated to deploy to Iraq as
the commander of a 3rd Armored
Cavalry Regiment headquarters
troop.

“I see so many young men that
say, ‘Hell, yeah, I want to contin-
ue to serve and fight, ” Rozelle
said.

In a shift in military culture,
the U.S. armed forces have recent-
ly announced new efforts to keep
seriously wounded or disabled sol-
diers on active duty. Although
there is no clear written policy,
the sentiment is being echoed
down from the White House.

“When we're talking about
forced discharge, we're talking
about another age and another”
military, President Bush told
wounded soldiers at Walter Reed
last year. “This is a new age, and
this is a new [military]. Today, if
wounded service members want
to remain in uniform and can do
the job, the military tries to help
them stay.”

Military commanders cite ad-

vances in
medical tech-
nology as the
main reason for
the shift. Better pros-
thetics — such as Ro-
zelle’s $7,000 leg — are
allowing some of the
wounded to regain their
fitness and continue to
serve. Others say the mili-
tary’s new attitude toward
the disabled is simply mir-
roring society’s.

But one observer says the
change s also practical. In
an era of constant deploy-
ment, the Pentagon needs a
more flexible and diversi-
fied workforce, said Laura
Miller, a military sociologist

PAGE 5

&k Our view is that once a soldier, always a soldier, and the Army
is looking for ways to keep a number of them on active duty
rather than medically retiring them.9y

Lt. Gen. Franklin Hagenbeck
Army deputy chief of staff for personnel

Army Sgt. Matt
DeWitt, who was
injured in Iraq,
tries outa
prosthetic at
Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in
Washington. Ad-
vances in medical
technology and
changes in the
military are allow-
ing some of the
wounded to
continue to serve.
GERALD MARTINEAU
‘The Washington Post

with the Rand Corp.

“Part of this is a response
to the stress on the all-volunteer
forces due to the war on terror,”
Miller said. “And part of it is
adapting to future warfare: small-
er expeditionary forces that can
respond to a variety of missions,
including peacekeeping and hu-
manitarian. Why throw away
someone with years of training
and expertise, only to re-train
someone new?”

Although much of the nation’s
attention has focused on the more
than 1,250 U.S. troops who have
died in Iraq, more than 9,300
have been wounded, and the num-
ber climbs daily. Various service
branches say they are trying to do
a better job helping the wounded
through the paperwork and medi-
cal board evaluations, but back-
logs remain.

In April, the Army formed the
Disabled Soldier Support System,
or DS3, a resource network avail-
able to soldiers who are 30 per-
cent or more disabled — paraly-
sis or the loss of a limb or an eye.
The DS3 helps soldlers weigh

duty. The Army estimates that al-
most 900 of those injured in Iraq
are eligible for the program.

Amputations account for 2.4
percent of all wounded in action
in the Iraq war — twice the rate
in World War I and World War II,
said Chuck Scoville, the amputee
program manager of Walter
Reed. Sophisticated body armor
and medical techniques in the bat-
tlefield have preserved lives but
not necessarily limbs. Available
figures through Aug. 31 show that
Army hospitals have treated 138
amputees from Irag.

About 90 percent of severely in-
jured soldiers decide after a year
to take medical retirement, ac-
cording to an Army estimate.
Those who want to stay on active
duty must prove that they can
meet certain physical require-
ments; many may be deemed
unfit to return to their original

bs.

Several officers who spoke re-
cently at the annual meeting of
the Association of the United
States Army emphasized the

their options retire-
ment or trying to stay on active

policy toward re-
taining disabled Soldiers.

“Our view is that once a sol-
dier, always a soldier, and the
Army is looking for ways to keep
a number of them on active duty
rather than medically retiring
them,” said Lt. Gen. Franklin
Hagenbeck, the Army’s deputy
chief of staff for personnel. He
has pledged to personally review
the case of any military amputee
who feels unfairly treated.

The dictates from the top do
not always trickle down to the
company or unit level.

Spe. Garth Stewart lost his leg
in a land-mine explosion in Iraq.
After receiving a prosthesis at
Walter Reed, he set a goal of re-
turning to his job as a mortar man
with the 3rd Infantry Division. At
Fort Benning, Stewart, 23, com-
pleted hand-to-hand combat
school and unloaded dozens of
100-pound ammo boxes in field
exercises.

But running long distances was
difficult. His stump would swell
and blister. He was reassigned to
work in the gymnasium.

“The Department of Defense
might say one thing, but there’s al-

ways going to be some brand-

spanking-new commander out
there, and the last thing he wants
is a liability,” said Stewart, who
took medical retirement last
month and is applying to college.

David Autry, spokesman for
Disabled American Veterans, one
of the nation’s largest veterans
service groups, said he wishes the
government would focus more on
making sure that transitioning
service members and veterans re-
ceive quality health care and time-
ly access to benefits.

But Autry applauds the Penta-
gon’s new spirit.

“I suspect that there will be
wonderful success stories and
fairly miserable failures,” he
said. “You've got a soldier with a
$20,000 computerized leg. If he
gets deployed back to Iragq, if it
gets sand and crud in it, it gives
out, who’s gonna fix it?”

Rozelle will see for himself

when he returns to Iraq in the
spring.
“I'm going to take a spare leg
with me to war,” he said. “If T
need one, I'll e-mail my prosthe-
tist and say, ‘Send me a leg.’ ”

Pentagon: Lab had means to make chemical agent

The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — A chemical weapons
laboratory that U.S. forces found last
week in Fallujah as they chased out insur-
gents had chemicals and other parapher-
nalia to make deadly hydrogen cyanide,
Pentagon officials said Friday.

The Americans also found what Army
Brig. Gen. David Rodriquez called “a mu-
Jjahedeen chemical and biological book”
outlining instructions and formulas for an-

Officials say significance of find not yet clear

thrax, chemical blood agents and explo-
sive materials.

Iraq’s national security adviser, Qas-
sem Dawoud, reported the find Nov. 25.
He said in Baghdad, Iraq’s capital, that
the laboratory was discovered in the
southwestern sector of Fallujah, where
pockets of insurgents were holding out
against Marines who entered the rebel-

lious city on Nov. 8.

Rodriquez told reporters Friday that
the lab’s chemicals, including sodium cy-
anide and hydrochloric acid, which if
combined could be used to make hydro-
gen cyanide. That is a potentially lethal
chemical agent.

Other officials said later the signifi-
cance of the discoveries was not yet clear.

Rodriquez said other materials and doc-
uments found in Fallujah over the past
few weeks, including insurgents’ lists of
telephone numbers, will aid U.S. and Iraqi
forces in their pursuit of the insurgents
elsewhere in Iraq.

“All that information that we gained out
there we believe will help us in the fu-
ture,” he said.

He said information might show “what
is happening with the insurgency and how
they operate.”
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Navy investigates SEALS’

BY SETH HETTENA
The Associated Press

CORONADO, Calif. — The U.S.
military has launched a criminal
investigation into photographs
that appear to show Navy SEALs
in Iraq sitting on hooded and
handcuffed detainees, and photos
of what appear to be bloodied pris-
oners, one with a gun to his head.

Some of the photos have date
stamps suggesting they were
taken in May 2003, which could
make them the earliest evidence
of possible abuse of prisoners in
Iraq. The far more brutal practic-
es photographed in Abu Ghraib
prison occurred months later.

An Associated Press reporter
found more than 40 of the pic-
tures among hundreds in an
album posted on a commercial
photo-sharing Web site by a
woman who said her husband
brought them from Iraq after his
tour of duty. It is unclear who
took the pictures, which the Navy
said it was investigating after the
AP furnished copies to get com-
ment for this story.

These and other photos found
by the AP appear to show the im-
mediate aftermath of raids on ci-
vilian homes. One man is lying on
his back with a boot on his chest.
A mug shot shows a man with an
automatic weapon pointed at his
head and a gloved thumb jabbed
into his throat. In many photos,
faces have been blacked out.

“These photographs raise a
number of important questions re-
garding the treatment of prison-
ers of war [POWs] and detain-
ees,” Navy Cmdr. Jeff Bender, a
spokesman for the Naval Special
‘Warfare Command in Coronado,
said in a written response to ques-
tions. “I can assure you that the
matter will be thoroughly investi-
gated.”

The photos were turned over to
the Naval Criminal Investigative
Service, which instructed the
SEAL i

Sunday, December 5, 2004

A photo found posted on a commercial photo-sharing Web site appears to show an Iraqi detainee

constrained by U.S. military personnel. The Navy has launched a criminal investi;

tion into the SEALs’

photographs, which appear to show commandos sitting on hooded and handcuffed detainees.

ed and handcuffed men in the
bed of a pickup truck.

A reporter found the photos,
which since have since been re-
‘moved from public view, while re-
searching the prosecution of a
group of SEALs who allegedly
beat prisoners and photographed
one of them in degrading posi-
tions. Those photos, taken with a
SEAL’s personal camera, haven’t
been publicly released.

Though they have alarmed
SEAL commanders, the photo-
graphs found by the AP do not
show anythmg illegal,

to

whether they show any serious
crimes, Bender said Friday. That
investigation will determine the
identities of the troops and what
they were doing in the photos.

Some of the photos recall as-
pects of the images from Abu Gh-
raib, which led to charges against
seven soldiers accused of humili-
ating and assaulting prisoners. In
several of the photos obtained by
the AP, grinning men wearing
U.S. flags on their uniforms, and
one with a tattoo of a SEAL tri-
dent, take turns sitting or lying
atop what appear to be three hood-

according to experts in the laws
of war who reviewed photos at
AP’s request.

Gary Solis, a former Marine
Corps prosecutor and judge who
teaches at the United States Mili-
tary Academy, said the images
showed “stupid” and “juvenile”
behavior — but not necessarily a
crime.

John Hutson, a retired rear ad-
miral who served as the Navy’s
Judge Advocate General from
1997 to 2000, said they suggested
possible Geneva Convention viola-
tions. Those international laws

prohibit souvenir photos of prison-
ers of war.

“It’s pretty obvious that these
pictures were taken largely as
war trophies,” Hutson said.
“Once you start allowing that
kind of behavior, the next step is
to start posing the POWs in order
to get even better pictures.”

At a minimum, the pictures vio-
late Navy regulations that prohib-
it photographing prisoners other
than for intelligence or adminis-
trative purposes, according to
Bender, the SEALs spokesman.

All Naval Special Warfare per-
sonnel were told that prior to de-
ployment, he said, but “it is obvi-
ous from some of the photographs
that this policy was not adhered
to.” The images were posted to
the Internet site Smugmug.com.
The woman who posted them told
the AP they were on the camera
her husband brought back from
Iraq. She said her husband has re-
turned to Iraq. He does not ap-
pear in photos with prisoners.

The Navy goes to great lengths
to protect the identities and
whereabouts of its 2,400 SEALs
— which stands for Navy Sea,

Air, Land — many of whom have
classified counterterrorist mis-
sions around the globe.

“Some of these photos clearly
depict faces and names of Naval
Special ~ Warfare  personnel,
which could put them or their
families at risk,” Bender said.

Out of safety concerns, the AP
is not identifying the woman who
posted the photos.

The wife said she was upset
that a reporter was able to view
the album, which includes family
snapshots. Hundreds of other pho-
tos depict everyday military life
in Iraq, some showing comman-
dos standing around piles of weap-
ons and waving wads of cash.

T ges were found
through the online search engine
Googl

The same search today leads to
the Smugmug.com Web page,
which now prompts the user for a
password. Nine scenes from
SEAL camp remain in Google’s
archived version of the page.

“I think it’s fair to assume that
it would be very hard for most
consumers to know all the ways
the search engines can discover
Web pages,” said Smugmug
spokesman Chris MacAskill.

S photos of detainees

Commander

must testify

about prison
conditions

The Associated Press

FORT HOOD, Texas — A mili-
tary judge on Saturday ordered
the former commander of U.S.
prisons in Iraq to testify at the
trial of a soldier who says he was
ordered to abuse detainees at
Abu Ghraib.

Col. James Pohl, the judge, said
Brig. Gen. Janice Karpinski’s tes-
timony at the trial of Sgt. Javal
Davis would be limited to condi-
tions at Abu Ghraib and the inter-
action there between guards and
military interrogators.

Davis told investigators that
military intelligence personnel ap-
peared to approve of the abuse.
“We were told they had different
rules,” he told investigators, ac-
cording to an Army report.

Karpinski has denied knowing
about any mistreatment of prison-
ers until photographs were made
public at the end of April showing
hooded and naked prisoners
being tormented by their U.S. cap-
tors.

In an interview with The Asso-
ciated Press, Karpinski said a
“conspiracy” among top U.S. com-
manders left her to blame for the
abuses at Abu Ghraib.

A report issued by an indepen-
dent panel of nongovernment ex-
perts blamed Karpinski for lead-
ership failures that “helped set
the conditions at the prison which
led to the abuses.”

Charges against Davis, a native
of Roselle, N.J., include conspira-
cy to maltreat detainees, assault,
dereliction of duty and lying in of-
ficial statements.

Harman, of Lorton, Va., is ac-
cused of photographing some of
the abuse, participating in sexual
humiliation of naked prisoners,
and placing wires in the hands of
a detainee and t
would be eleclrocuted if he fell
off a box.

Graner is set to appear in court
on Monday. He is expected to
seek dismissal of charges on
grounds of undue command influ-
ence

Coalition forces quicken training for Afghan army

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The United
States and its allies stepped up training of
Afghanistan’s new army on Saturday to
complete by 2007 a force that is supposed
to prevent the country from falling again
under the sway of extremists or warlords,
a senior official said.

Starting Saturday, five battalions, or
more than 3,000 troops, will be trained at
the same time, instead of four previously,
and up from two at the start of 2004, said

Col. Bob Sharp, the British chief of staff of
the Office of Military Cooperation, which
coordinates the training.

Planners aim to bring the army to its pro-
jected strength of 70,000 by September
2007, a target threatened by initial prob-
lems retaining recruits unhappy at long
spells away from their families and poor
pay. The force currently numbers about
15,000.

“I see the driver being the means to de-
liver stability to Afghanistan quicker, rath-
er than any agenda to reduce U.S. forces

any quicker than may be possible under
normal arrangements,” Sharp sai
The multiethnic army is replacing the re-
gional and factional militias which helped
the U.S. rout the Taliban in late 2001.
Some 24,000 militiamen have so far been
disarmed under the U.N. peace

authority of U.S.-backed President Hamid
Karzai into the lawless countryside.

The United States, France and Britain
are among the chief sponsors of the new
army, which ultimately is to include 43,000
ground troops and its own air corps.

us.

plan drawn up after the hardline Islamic
militia’s defeat. ANA units already have
fought against Taliban insurgents in the
south and east of the country and are start-
ing to deploy permanently from the capital,
Kabul, to five regional cities, extending the

say they expect to
maintain their forces at around the current
level of 18,000 for at least 12-18 months,
though the force could shrink once the sep-
arate 8,000-strong NATO security force be-
gins a planned expansion into the west of
Afghanistan.
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Santa brings smiles to seniors

Photo courtesy of U.S. Air Force

Doris Peachy, left, and Pam Fritz receive gifts from Santa, played by
Master Sgt. Deborah Francavilla, 727th Air Mobility Squadron, at the
23rd annual Senior Citizen's Christmas Luncheon, sponsored by the
Top 3 organization at RAF Mildenhall, England. The luncheon, held on
Wednesday at the Galaxy Club, was attended by more than 100 local
seniors and 40 volunteers from the organization made up of the top
lhree ranks of :nllsled members. The 3‘/2-hm|r event featured a

dinner, bingo, carols and a visit from
good old St. Nicholas.
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Rumsfeld agrees to stay
as secretary of defense

BY TERENCE HUNT
The Associated Press

'WASHINGTON — Defense Sec-
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld’s fu-
ture has been in doubt amid
spreading violence and U.S.
deaths in Iraq.

Whether he would remain in
his job was one of the last big
question marks about President
Bush’s second-term Cabinet.

The issue was decided this
week in an Oval Office meeting
where Bush asked Rumsfeld to re-
main and the secretary accepted,
a senior administration official
said Friday.

Rumsfeld’s tenure has been
marked by unanticipated postwar
violence in Iraq and more than
1,250 U.S. deaths, as well as enor-
mous increases in spending on
the military after the 9-11 attacks.

Describing Bush'’s decision, the
administration official said the
president believed Rumsfeld was
“the right person at this moment
in our history in fighting the war
on terror to lead our armed forc-

es.

The secretary’s future had
been the subject of much specula-
tion, after revelations about abus-
es at Abu Ghraib and other
U.S.-run prisons in Iraq. Though
Bush steadfastly backed his de-
fense chief — one of the more

Donald Rumsfeld

hawkish members of his admlms-

cism from members of Congress
last spring when the Abu Ghraib
prisoner abuse scandal became
public. He told the Senate Armed
Services Committee that he
would quit if he thought that
‘would help but not simply to satis-
fy the administration’s political
enemies.

Rumsfeld said he would take
the blame for the scandal. After
the completion and publication of
several in-depth investigations,
the pressure for him to resign
abated during the summer.

In recent interviews Rumsfeld
had refused to talk about his fu-
ture, except to say that he re-

tration — the acerbic 7
has many detractors in Congress
and the military.

It had been widely believed at
the Pentagon that Rumsfeld want-
ed to stay on, at least for a time, in
order to oversee the continuing
transition in Iraq and shepherd
his plan for a fundamental trans-
formation and modernization of
the U.S. military.

Rumsfeld is the oldest person
to serve as secretary of defense.

He also was the youngest, hav-
ing served during the Ford admin-
istration in the mid-1970s. He has
a longtime government relation-
ship with Vice President Dick
Cheney, dating back to the Ford

yea
Rumsfeld took intense criti-

mained

ing the military to make it more
capable of fighting wars of the
21st century.

Many have criticized him for
failing to foresee the insurgency
that has taken thousands of Iragi
lives and killed hundreds of Amer-
ican troops since Baghdad was
toppled in April 2003. Rumsfeld
has acknowledged that the
strength and resilience of the in-
surgency was underestimated.

It was unclear Friday how long
Rumsfeld’s top deputy, Paul Wol-
fowitz, and his top policy adviser,
Douglas Feith, would remain.

Rumsfeld’s spokesman,
Lawrence Di Rita, said earlier Fri-
day that Feith had told his staff he
intended to stay for a period.

Sailors who hit books better careers

BY LEO SHANE III
AND SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

'WASHINGTON — Enlisted sail-
ors may have to hit the books if
they want to reach the highest
ranks.

A new Navy military education
policy, which in part guides pro-
fessional development for all sai
ors, outlines general goals for em-
phasizing continuing education
courses and college-level degrees
for all enlisted personnel.

Ed Barker, spokesman for the
Naval Education and Training
Command, said officials hope by
2010 to mandate associate’s and
bachelor’s degrees for sailors ad-
vancing to senior ranks, though
no specific timetables or bench-
marks have been set.

“The goal s to tell a young [sail-
or] now that if he plans to make
senior chief, he should include ed-
ucation,” he said. “There is going
to come a time when, if you don’t
have that degree, it could hurt

‘SANDRA JONTZ/Stars and Stripes
Petty Officer 2nd Class Elias
Sanchez, 32, is earning a mas-
ter's degree in human relations
from the University of Oklahoma’s
satellite campus in Naples, Italy.
He said his studies have “made
me a better sailor,” and he
praised Navy leaders’ efforts to
make higher education a priority.
my in Rhode Island. Air Force Se-
nior Master Sgt. David Egermier,
for the academy, said

In i the ed
proposals last month, Vice Adm.
Alfred G. Harms Jr. said higher
education is essenﬂdl for enlisted
servicemen “to better prepare
them to operate tomorrow’s fleet”
and to ensure they are prepared
to take over leadership roles in
the Navy.

Currently servicemembers
being promoted to the highest en-
listed ranks must graduate from
the Navy’s Senior Enlisted Acade-

the proposed rule change likely
would not affect operations there,
since most of their courses are
specialized military management
lessons.

“Their thrust here is not to get
college credits, even though some
of our courses count as under-
graduate credits,” he said. “But
it's understood that it helps every-
one to have a degree.”

Petty Officer 2nd Class Elias

Sanchez, 32, is working on a mas-
ter's degree in human relations
from the University of Oklahoma’s
satellite campus in Naples, Italy,
and called the proposal a “positive
challenge” for all sailors.

“It’s made me a better sailor,”
he said. “I feel more confident,
and the more and better the edu-
cation, the better my world view.
The way the world is, it’s so com-
plicated, we need more formal
studies.”

Navy leaders have been sup-
portive in encouraging sailors to
pursue higher education when
they're assigned to shore duty,
Sanchez said. Next, they’ll have to
tackle making it easy fo earn de-
grees while underway on ship.

Officials from the other servic-
es said none requires collegiate
degrees for promotion through
the enlisted ranks, although all
three do consider higher educa-
tion as a major factor in military
advancement.

Cmdr. Ron Hill, spokesman for
the Chief of Naval Personnel, said
about 2.5 percent of the Navy’s en-
listed sailors have bachelor’s de-
grees or higher. Naval equipment
and support services are becom-
ing more complex, he said, and
the sailors will have to keep up
with those demands. “It’s another
way to create healthy competition
for promotions,” Hill said. “It's
about trying to create a slightly
more selective force.”

E-mail Leo Shane Il at:

shanel@stripes.osd.mil
E-mail Sandra Jontz
jontzs@mail estripes.mil
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IN THE STATES
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BY JENNIFER LOVEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush offered no criticism Satur-
day of Pakistan’s role in the
still-unsuccessful hunt  for
al-Qaida leader Osama bin
Laden, even though Pakistan’s
army is pulling out of one area
where the terrorist mastermind
has believed to hide.

After an Oval Office meeting
with Pakistan’s president, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, Bush said,
“His army has been incredibly ac-
tive and very brave ... flushing out
an enemy that had thought they
had found safe haven.”

Bush characterized Musharraf
as “a determined leader to bring
to justice not only people like
Osama bin Laden, but to bring to
justice those would inflict harm
and pain on his own people. ... I
am very pleased with his efforts.”

Pakistan’s army said last
month it was withdrawing hun-
dreds of troops from South
Waziristan, a tense tribal region
near Afghanistan. The decision to
pull back came after several mili-

tary operations in recent months.

The United States does not con-
sider the withdrawal a down-
grade in the hunt for bin Laden
and other terrorist elements, said
a senior administration official,
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity. In briefing Bush on Paki-
stan’s military operations in the
border areas, Musharraf said the
army’s focus merely has moved
to the North Waziristan region,
the official said.

Pakistani officials have said no
signs of bin Laden have been
found in the southern area. U.S.
military forces remain largely on
the Afghanistan side of the bor-
der.

Bin Laden, the architect of the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks,
has been on the run since U.S.
forces topped Taliban rule in Af-
ghanistan. Four days after those
strikes against the United States,
Bush declared: “If he thinks he
can hide and run from the United
States and our allies, he will be
sorely mistaken.” And two days
later, when Bush was asked if he
wanted bin Laden dead, the presi-
dent said, “I want justice. And

Bush ‘very pleased’ with Paki

-

President Bush greets Pakistani President Gen. Pervez Musharraf

during their meeting in the Oval Office on Saturday in

there’s an old poster out west,
that I recall, that said, ‘Wanted,
Dead or Alive." "

Musharraf, who visited Bush to
congratulate him on winning a
second term, got what he most
wanted from the session — a
strong public commitment from

istan’s president

most important issue ... in the in-
terest of peace in the whole
world,” Musharraf said.

“I told him this would be a pri-
ority of my administration,” Bush
said.

Afterward, Musharraf said
Bush had told him that sen.lmg
the Middle East conflict
core issue, the core at fnghtmg ter-
rorism.”

But a second senior administra-
tion official said Bush did not go
that far.

Among the U.S. officials who
participated in the meeting were
Vice President Dick Cheney, De-
fense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld, Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell and Powell’s replacement at
the State Department, national se-
curity adviser Condoleezza Rice.

Neither Bush nor Musharraf
publicly i

Bush to take a more active role in
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.
Musharraf has said repeatedly
—and did so again by Bush’s side
— that resolving that dispute is es-
sential to Muslims and to the glo-
bal fight against terrorism. Set-
tling the Mideast conflict is “the

concerns over Musharraf’s back-
tracking on a pledge to relinquish
his military post. Bush also did
not directly raise the matter with
Musharraf privately, the second
official said.

The issue has caused some
quiet unease that Pakistan was
not progressing toward democra-
cy as had been hoped.

Colombian drug kingpin flown
to U.S. to face federal charges

BY CATHERINE WILSON
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Colombian drug
kingpin  Gilberto  Rodriguez
Orejuela was flown to the United
States early Saturday aboard a
U.S. government plane, becoming
the most powerful Colombian traf-
ficker ever extradited to face U.S.
justice.

Rodriguez Orejuela faces trial
in federal courts in Miami and
New York for plots to smuggle co-
caine and launder money.

He arrived before dawn and
was sent to a downtown jail,
across the street from a court-
house where he was scheduled to
make his initial appearance Mon-
day, said a Drug Enforcement Ad-
‘ministration official, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

‘Wearing handcuffs and a bullet-
proof vest, the leader of the
once-feared Cali cartel was es-
corted Friday night to the plane

at a military airfield on the edge
of the Colombian capital of Bogo-

Cnlumblan soldiers and police
brandishing rifles guarded a con-
voy that sped the kingpin from La
Picota prison to the airfield.

Top American and Colombian
authorities hailed the extradition.

“Every day judicial coopera-
tion between our two countries is
becoming more effective and
more visible,” said Col. Oscar
Naranjo, chief of Colombia’s Judi-
cial Police.

“This means that the criminals
will not find any sanctuary to
evade justice.”

US. Attorney General John
Ashcroft said: “Those who violate
federal drug laws should never
believe that drug trafficking from
outside our borders puts them be-
yond the reach of justice. ... Rod-
riguez Orejuela will now stand
trial for his actions.”

Nicknamed “The Chess Play-

er” for his shrewdness, Rodrigu-
ez Orejuela and his brother,
Miguel, founded and headed the
notorious Cali cartel. In the
1990s, the cartel controlled 80 per-
cent of the world’s cocaine trade,
earning $8 billion in annual prof-
its, the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration has said.

Michael J. Garcia, an assistant
secretary of the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security, said Rod-
riguez Orejuela will be “arguably
the highest-level drug trafficking
figure to ever occupy a U.S. pris-
on cell.”

The extradition of Rodriguez
Orejuela caps a 13-year investiga-
tion by U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, said Dean
Boyd, a spokesman in Washing-
ton for the agency.

Colombia’s Supreme Court has
yettorule on a U.S. extradition re-
quest for Miguel Rodriguez
Orejuela.

Associated Press reporter Andre
Selsky contributed to this report from
Bogota, Coloml

COLOMBIAN NATIONAL POLICE/AP

Police officers escort Colombian drug kingpin Gilberto Rodriguez
Orejuela out of La Picota prison in Bogota, Colombia, on Friday. He was
en route to the United States to face charges in federal court.

Thompson worries ‘every single night’ about U.S. food supply

BY TERENCE HUNT
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush ex-
pressed no alarm Saturday about a warn-
ing from his outgoing top health official
that the U.S. food supply is vulnerable to
terror attacks but would not deny the as-
sessment and assert that the nation’s food
is safe.

Bush was questioned after an Oval Of-
fice meeting with Pakistani President Per-
vez Musharraf about comments by Health

Secretary is Bush’s 8th Cabinet member to resign

and Human Services Secretary Tommy Th-
ompson regarding the vulnerability of the
U.S. food supply. Thompson spoke Friday
as he announced his coming departure
from the Bush administration.

“We're a large country with all kinds of
avenues where somebody can inflict
harm,” Bush said. “We're doing everything
we can to protect the American people.
There’s a lot of work to be done.”

Thompson had said he worries “every
single night” about a possible terror attack
on the food supply, and despite dramatic in-
creases in inspections of food imports, only
“a very minute amount” of food is tested at
ports and airports.

“For the life of me, I cannot

food from the Middle East, and it would be
easy to tamper with that.”

Thompson was the latest of eight mem-
bers to quit Bush’s 15-member Cabinet
as the president moves into a second
term.

Besides the eight members whose depar-
tures have been announced, Treasury Sec-
retary John Snow has ot received a public

rvice, even

why the terrorists have not attacked our
food supply because it is so easy to do,” Th-
ompson said. “We are importing a lot of

sei
though White ouss ofsciats have. do:
scribed him as a valuable member of the
president’s economic team.
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Bush win in Ohio slimmer
due to provisional ballots

BY JOHN SEEWER
The Associated Press

TOLEDO, Ohio — President Bush’s victory over
Sen. John Kerry in Ohio was closer than the unoffi-
cial election night totals showed, but the change is
not enough to trigger an automatic recount, accord-
ing to county-by-county results provided to The As-
sociated Press on Friday.

Bush’s margin of victory in the state that put him
over the top in his re-election bid will be 119,000
votes — smaller than the unofficial margin of
136,000, the county election board figures showed.
That means Kerry drew closer by 17,000 votes.

The margin shrank primarily because of the addi-
tion of provisional ballots that were not counted on
Election Day and were not included in the unofficial
tally. Overseas ballots also were added to the count
in all 88 counties.

And a quarter of Kerry’s gain was the result of an
electronic voting system glitch that gave Bush 3,893
extra votes in a suburban Columbus precinct. The
extra votes had been included in the unofficial
count, but aren’t part of the official tally. Secretary
of State Kenneth Blackwell will certify the results
Monday.

The president’s margin of victory was about 2 per-
cent, not close enough to require an automatic re-
count. That happens only when the difference is
0.25 percent or less.

Bush beat Kerry nationally by 3 percentage

points. Out of 156,977 provisional ballots checked,
121,598 were pronounced valid and were accepted,
meaning about one in five was thrown out, accord-
ing to an AP tabulation. Provisional voters are cast
when poll workers cannot immediately confirm if a
voter was properly registered.

How many provisional ballots were cast for Bush
and how many were cast for Kerry were not known,
because most county election boards did not break
down the votes that way. Most boards combined pro-
visional ballots with overseas ballots and those cast
on Election Day, then counted the entire batch to
reach their final tallies.

The Kerry campaign and two third-party candi-
dates are seeking a recount in Ohio. The Green and
Libertarian parties said they have raised enough
money to cover the cost. The Kerry campaign said it
is not disputing the outcome of the presidential race
but wants to make sure any recount is “done accu-
rately and completely.”

A Delaware County judge last week sided with
elections officials who argued that a recount was a
waste of time and money, but a federal judge over-
turned the decision Friday.

However, U.S. District Judge Edmund Sargus
ruled against the third party candidates’ request for
the recount to begin immediately. A recount probably
won’t occur until after Ohio’s electors meet Dec. 13.

The narrowing of Bush’s margin only increases
the possibility that the election results could be
changed, the Green Party said.

Retain your rank and retirement benefits.

Once you've decided to leave the military, think about going above and beyond in
the Air Force Reserve. In most cases, you'll retain your rank and there’s no need
1o repeat basic training. You'll also be able to continue accruing valuable retirement
benefits. To learn more, go to www.afreserve.com or call 800-257-1212.

800-257-1212 * www.afreserve.com

Catherine Carter, front left, a supporter of Democrat Christine
Gregoire, rallies for another recount in the governor’s race on Tuesday
in Bellevue, Wash., against Republican Dino Rossi. Rossi took up the
mantle of governor-elect, but an unprecedented third vote count could
keep Rossi and Gregoire guessing until almost Christmas or beyond.

Dems to pay for third vote
count in Washington state

BY DAVID AMMONS
The Associated Press

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Hoping to
void the 42-vote margin held by
Republican Dino Rossi, Washing-
ton Democrats will pay for a sec-
ond recount in the state’s unset-
tled governor’s race.

The party also asked the state
Supreme Court on Friday to rule
that all ballots be treated the
same from county to county. That
would mean considering some
previously uncounted ballots, par-
ticularly in Democratic-leaning
King County, which includes Seat-
tle.

The  party’s nominee,
three-term  Attorney ~ General
Christine Gregoire, praised the
decision to seek a statewide re-
count.

“We have a thoughtful system
for counting every vote in Wash-
ington state, and over the next
few weeks we will see it work,”
she said in a written statement.
“It may take a few more weeks,
but it will be worth it for four
years of legitimacy.”

Gregoire, 57, best known for

her successful battle with the to-
bacco industry, trailed R
a former state senator, by just 42
votes after a machine recount
was certified earlier this week.
Rossi won the initial vote count
by 261 ballots, a margin so close it
triggered the mandatory machine
recount.

Secretary of State Sam Reed is
expected to order the new count
on Monday and most counties are
expected to begin the laborious
job Wednesday. Reed said the
count should be completed by
Dec. 23 unless there are legal
challenge:

Rossi said he was outraged at
the prospect of a third vote count
and a legal battle.

“This really is sad and desper-
ate,” he said. “How much do they
want to put the voters of Washing-
ton through? We were elected and
certified twice. I have faith in vot-
ers; Christine Gregoire has faith
in lawyers.”

State Democratic Chairman
Paul Berendt said the party gave
the secretary of state’s office a
cashier’s check for $730,000 to
order a recount of all 2.9 million.

San Diego write-in dispute
delays mayor’s inauguration

BY BEN Fox
The Associated Press

SANTA ANA, Calif. — A swear-
ing-in ceremony for San Diego
Mayor Dick Murphy was put on
hold Friday until an appeals court
can rule on a challenge to an elec-
tion that was thrown into disarray
by a write-in campaign.

The presiding judge of the ap-
peals panel said the court would
need several days to rule on
whether the San Diego County
Registrar of Voters can certify
the disputed results of the
three-way race.

That means there won’t be a de-
cision in time for Monday’s sched-
uled swearing-in ceremony for
Murphy. Under San Diego’s by-
laws, he will stay on as mayor
until the issue is settled, said Dep-
uty City Attorney Jim Chapin.

Murphy finished with a
2,100-vote lead over the write-in
candidacy of Councilwoman
Donna Frye, a surf shop owner
with wide appeal in a city beset
by corruption allegations and a
pension fund scand:

Frye’s vote total excludes bal-
lots on which voters wrote her
name but failed to darken the ad-
joining oval. The councilwoman
estimates that up to 5,000 of her
%upporter% neglected to fill in the

She has yet to decide whether to
challenge a state judge’s ruling
that allowed the registrar to reject
ballots with empty bubbles, said at-
torney Rory Wicks. Supervisor
Ron Roberts came in third in the
race, but lawyers for one of his sup-
porters argue that the city charter
forbids the type of write-in cam-
paign mounted by Frye.
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Data show more in America delaying marriage

BY GENARO C. ARMAS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It used to
be common for men and women
to get a marriage certificate not
too long after collecting their
high school diploma. Not any-
more.

Census Bureau figures for
2003 show one-third of men and
nearly one-quarter of women be-
tween the ages of 30 and 34 have
never been married, nearly four
times the rates in 1970.

I's further evidence young
people are focusing on educa-
tion and careers before settling
down and beginning families, ex-
perts say.

Societal taboos about couples
living together before marriage
also have eased, said Linda
Waite, a University of Chicago
sociologist.

Jeni Landers, a 30-year-old
law student from Boston, said
she considers living together a
requirement before saying ‘I
do.’

“I don’t know how people got
married before living together
first,” said Landers, who moved
in with her fiance after getting
engaged nearly a year ago. “This
is crucial to see how you get
along.”

Data from the Census Bu-
reau’s Current Population Sur-
vey released this week show the
age at which someone typically
marries for the first time rose

riage may also contribute.
STILL MARRYING:

‘l do, 1 do,” but not yet

DELAYING MARRIAGE: One-third of men and nearly one-quarter of women have never been mar-
ried when they reach 34, nearly four times the rates in 1970, Census Bureau figures show.

POSSIBLE REASONS: People are focusing on education and careers.

The easing of taboos about couples living together before marriage and having children outside mar-

still do marry

never had married; now it’s 4 percent.

. In 1970, 8 percent of people 65 and older

— The Associated Press

from 20.8 for women and 23.2
for men in 1970 to 25.3 and 27.1,
respectively, last year.

In 1970, only 6 percent of
women 30 to 34 had never been
married; the figure was 23 per-
cent in 2003. The rate for
never-married men in the same
age group rose from 9 percent to
33 percent.

Among younger women, some
36 percent of those 20 to 24 had
never been married in 1970; last
year it was 75 percent. Among
men in that age group, the
change was nearly as dramatic:
55 percent in 1970 to 86 percent
last year.

“The majority of people still
want to get married, but they see
it sort of as dessert now, some-
thing that’s desirable rather
than necessary,” said Dorion
Solot, executive director of the
Albany, N.Y.-based Alternatives
to Marriage Project, which aims
to fight discrimination based on
marital status and to seek equali-
ty and fairness for unmarried
people.

“People want to be more sure
that they don’t make a marriage
mistake,” Solot said.

Meanwhile, societal pressures
to marry before having children
have decreased, said Thomas
Coleman, executive director for
the Glendale, Calif.-based Un-
married America, which also
promotes equality for unmar-
ried people. Among the group’s
concerns are tax policies which
it contends are stacked against
single people.

In 2003, nearly 35 percent of
all births were to unmarried
‘women, according to the Nation-
al Center for Health Statistics.

Yet births to unmarried teens

have declined since the
mid-1990s.
Meaghan Lamarre, 24, a re-

search assistant in Pmmdence,
R.L, said she and her boyfriend
of 10 months “dre nol in a big
hurry to marry.” Lamarre’s
focus is on work and getting into
an Ivy League graduate pro-
gram, possibly in public policy.

“There’s no time frame of
when to get married. ... It's not a
goal,” said Lamarre, an Alterna-
tives to Marriage Project mem-

er.

“I'm not opposed to it, but I
think I could live happily ever
after without being married.”

“[Compared with 1970], there
is a sense that marriage has a
less dominant role in our society
and is less influential as a social
institution,” said David Blanken-
hom, president of the Institute
for American Values.

Having parents or family
members who are divorced may
also make some people in their
20s and 30s hesitant about enter-
ing into a long-term relationshi

Waiting longer
to tie the knot
Americans are waiting longer
to get married than they did
decades ago, with larger per-
centages of both men and
women in their 20s and 30s
who have yet to say “I do’.

Estimated median age at
first marriage
28 years old

1950 60 70 80

% 2000

Percentage of men and
women never married

said Dennis Lowe, a P
University psychology professor
who focuses on counseling for
engaged and married couples.

National Center for Health Sta-
tistics data show the U.S. di-
vorce rate was 2.2 per 1,000
Americans in 1960; it rose steadi-
ly to 5.3 per 1,000 in 1981 but has
declined slowly since then to 4
per 1,000 in 2001.

AGE_ VEN 1970 WOMEN
2024  547% w358
2529 191 1105
3034 94 1 62
3544 67 1 52
2003

2024 86.0 754
2529 546 w403
3034 33.1 27
35-44 195 1 132

Source: Census Bureau AP

Cos and effect: Popular entertainer talks tough love

Comedian Bill Cosby had a serious message for more than 2,000
Springfield, Mass., parents Tuesday as he joined with school and com-
munity leaders to boost the city’s efforts for its poor children: “We are
in charge of bringing them up strong regardless of the winds and the
flood. ... We're in charge.”

BY TRUDY TYNAN
The Associated Press

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — Bill
Cosby was surrounded and up-
staged in Springfield’s Symphony
Hall by two dozen cute first- and
second-graders in pigtails and
their Sunday best. Deliberately.

“Ladies and gentlemen, this is
what we are talking about. These
happen to be our redwoods,”
Cosby said, bending down to the
children he had called out of the
audience. “We are in charge of
bringing them up strong regard-
less of the winds and the flood. ...
We're in charge.

“Are there any junkies in this
crowd? Any drug dealers stand-
ing here?” he said, pointing to the
children on stage while the cheer-
ing, clapping audience of 2,
mostly black parents shouted
“Nol”

The comedian — who has_be-
come known for talking serious
and tough about problems faced
by blacks, pushing for young peo-
ple to stay in school and calling
for parents “to do more parent-
ing” — was on almost an evangeli-
cal roll.

In the six months since making
headlines during a commemora-
tion of the S0th anniversary of the
U.S. Supreme Court’s landmark
school-desegregation decision by
accusing some blacks of squan-
dering the opportunities it provid-
ed, Cosby has taken his message
to “town hall” meetings around
the county. He’s even appeared
before Congress.

And he says he’s just getting
started.

“We've gone around and
blamed people. That's not talk-
ing,” he said. “Some people say I
am being too harsh, but we have
to turn this around. It’s epidemic.
We've got to catch these children
before they go into the slump.
We've got to.”

Over the months, the delivery
has been honed, become less
scolding and more inspirational
and inclusive with appeals to
whites Latinos and Asian-Ameri-

Sull he bluntly told the minori-
ty crowd in Springfield: “You are
now getting up. The victim game
is over.”

“Your children are too impor-
tant to wait. Stop looking for peo-
ple to pour money into it,” he
said. “Do it yourselves.”

For the man who knows a bit
about mean city streets and drop-
ping out school, the message had
a special resonance here.

“I was almost lost, but T was
found. Saved, really,” said Cosby,
‘who moved his family in the late
1960s to rural Shelburne, about
an hour’s drive north of Spnng-
field, where he was

the Navy and, to his mother’s dis-
may, dropped out of Temple Uni-
versity when his career as a stand-
up, comic took of

“At the time, in 'the late 1960s, I
had shows on the major networks
and four LPs in the Top 10,” he
said. Still, Cosby admitted, he
couldn’t get finishing school “out
of the back of my mind.”

After a performance at the uni-
versity, a professor approached
him and told him that Dwight
Allen, then dean of the School of
Educam)n, wanted to talk with
him. The subject was how televi-
sion could be used to aid teachers
and family life.

“He’s genuinely an intellectual
— an educator, who happens to
be a comic,” " said Allen, who now
teaches at Old Dominion Universi-
ty in Virginia.

Cosby, who got a waiver from
Temple to enter the graduate pro-
gram without a bachelor’s degree,
got a master’s in education in

972. And he kept going. Five
years later, he had his doctorate,
also in education.

His dissertation was on the use
of comedy to systemically combat
racism. The title: “The Integra-
tion of Visual Media Via Fat Al-
bert and the Cosby Kids Into the

complete his own education at the
University of Massachusetts.
“Education was not number
one in my mind,” said Cosby, who
grew up in the projects of North
Philadelphia. His father aban-
doned the family. His mother
worked as a cleaning lady. He
dropped out of high school to join

'y Schools Ci
as a Teacher Aid o Achieve In-
creased Learning.

“I's a mark of his character
that he decided he was not going
to just deal with racial prejudice,
but all kinds of prejudice,” Allen
said. “It’s part of his genius that
the hero of his comedy, not just
black, but fat.”
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Businesses, charities pitch in
to keep cities lit for holidays

BY CONNIE MABIN
The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Holiday cheer was scarce in the
northeast Ohio city of Elyria a few weeks ago when
it looked like budget woes would break a Christmas
tradition.

Every year for two decades, the city paid for hot
chocolate, Christmas lights and Santa Claus at a
1925 mansion that drew 12,000 visitors each holiday
season. A $1 million shortfall earlier
this month forced the mayor to can-
cel Christmas at the mansion and nix
plans for other city holiday displays.

But two local charities donated
$35,000 to keep on the lights, an ex-
ample of how cash-strapped cities
across the country are scrounging to
pay for holiday decor.

In Farmington, Ark., residents sell
ornaments to raise money for the city’s Christmas
tree display. An Arlington, Texas, a councilwoman
led an effort this year to raise nearly $25,000 within
the community to save the city’s parade and
tree-lighting ceremony.

Pittsburgh — for almost a decade — has paid for
its popular downtown “Light Up Night” with the
help of business donations, keeping the tradition
going even last year when the city was so broke its
mayor asked the state to bail it out.

Mary Ellen Solomon, spokeswoman for the Pitts-
burgh Downtown Partnership that organizes the

More nation

stories on
Pages 14-15

monthlong event, said the tradition would be in jeop-
ardy without the support of businesses such as a
local utility company and area department store.

“We work very hard to make sure it continues,”
she said.

Without the extensive animated holiday figurines,
lit-up skyscrapers and 65-foot tree in the middle of
the city, “Christmas just wouldn’t be the same.”

In Cleveland, where a $60 million-plus deficit led
to layoffs of teachers, police and firefighters, dona-
tions by some 40 businesses were
crucial to its annual display, said
Gary McManus, a spokesman for
the nonprofit Downtown Cleveland
Partnership. The partnership has or-
ganized holiday sponsors for about
five years.

The Cleveland Browns football
team, General Electric and the visi-
tor’s bureau were among those that
pitched in this year to help the city pay for the 1 mil-
lion lights that twinkle in Public Square, where sev-
eral trees and holiday displays will remain until Jan-
ua

Everyone in the region expects that the down-
town is going to have the major lighting display in
the area,” McManus said Tuesday. “But nobody
ever stops to think how it happens.”

Akron squeezed its Christmas parade and decora-
tions into its tight budget, said Mark Will-

iamson. But donations from area businesses and vol-
unteers helped expand the celebration without add-
ing costs, he said.

light up Fountain Square in downtown Ci

innati

last week. Cash-strapped cities around the country are looking for
creative ways to pay for holiday decorations.

Study:

BY LESLIE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Cities in the
South and West are the most dan-
gerous for pedestrians, with four
in Florida earning the dubious dis-
tinction of being the deadliest of
all.

A private study released Thurs-
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day concluded that sprawling,
newer cities in the South and
West tend to be built with wide,
high-speed roads that are espe-
cially dangerous for walking.

“So much of our transportation
system is designed for cars and
only cars,” said Anne Canby, pres-
ident of the Surface Transporta-
tion Policy Project, which issued
the report. The group advocates
balanced transportation.

The report found that the 9,746
walkers who died in 2002-2003
‘were more likely to be killed on
busy streets without crosswalks.

Nearly 40 percent died where

crosswalks weren't available.
“Wide roads, speeding traffic and
alack of crosswalks or sidewalks
can make walking a deadly activi-
ty,” the report said. “There sim-
ply are not enough pedestrian fa-
cilities.”

Regional differences in walk-
ing safety are stark. Twice as
many walkers die in traffic acci-
dents in New Orleans, San Diego
and Phoenix than in Minneapolis,
Milwaukee and Boston.

People are three times more
likely to be struck and killed on
streets in Tampa-St. Petersburg-
Clearwater, Fla, Orlando and
Miami-Fort Lauderdale than they
are in Cleveland, Cincinnati and
Columbus, Ohio.

‘Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwa-
ter, characterized by traffic
speeding along eight-lane boule-

vards, was ranked first for its dan-
gerous roads, with 3.69 deaths
per 100,000 people in 2002-2003.

Tampa Mayor Pam Iorio was
announcing plans Thursday for
improving pedestrian safety on
Bay Shore Boulevard, one of the
city’s main thoroughfares. Iorio
was responding to public concern
over a young female jogger who
was killed in February by a speed-
ing motorcyclist while she tried
to cross the busy boulevard.

Tampa can take heart from Salt
Lake City, which STPP gave poor
marks for protecting its walkers
shortly after Rocky Anderson
was elected mayor in 2000.

As new mayor, Anderson, who
campaigned on making the city
more walkable, saw a hit-and-run
accident that injured a pedestrian
on a downtown street. The victim
survived, but Anderson vowed he

Walkers suffer for sake of traffic in West, South

would make the city’s pedestrians
more visible in a city where long
blocks and very wide streets
make walking dangerous. Salt
Lake City put red flags in contain-
ers that pedestrians can carry
across intersections and wave at
drivers. Overhead lights that pe-
destrians can activate were in-
stalled at intersections.

Undercover police ticketed
drivers who failed to yield to pe-
destrians in crosswalks.

Salt Lake City also promotes
walking around downtown by
making it a better experience.
Outdoor dining is now encour-
aged, ordinances were changed
to make signs more interesting,
artists and performers are al-
lowed on public sidewalks.

As a result, accidents involving
pedestrians fell 36 percent, to
114, in the first 11 months of
2004, from 177 in 2001.

Great Lakes focus of cleanup effort

BY MAURA KELLY LANNAN
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Dozens of govern-
ment and tribal leaders are join-
ing forces to preserve the Great
Lakes from environmental dan-
gers, but some say more money
and a clear action plan are still
needed make sure the job gets
done.

Friday’s gathering, where par-
ticipants signed a declaration of
support for cleaning up the Great
Lakes, was prompted by an execu-
tive order issued in May by Presi-

dent Bush. He named a 10-mem-
ber Cabinet-level task force,
chaired by Environmental Protec-
tion Agency chief Michael Leav-
itt, to coordinate cleanup among
states, federal agencies and Cana-
d

a.

“For the first time, we’ll demon-
strate to the Congress and the na-
tion that the Great Lakes commu-
nity speaks with one voice. For
the first time, we will make the
restoration of the Great Lakes a
national priority,” said Ohio Gov.
Bob Taft, co-chairman of the
Council of Great Lakes Gover-
nors.

Rep. Rahm Emanuel, D-IIL,
said he supports the effort if it is
backed with a funding commit-
ment from Congress. He said ac-
tion must be taken soon to reduce
environmental threats to the
Great Lakes.

The General Accounting Office
found last year that 33 federal
and 17 state programs have spent
more than $1.7 billion on the envi-
ronmental restoration of the
Great Lakes. The efforts were un-
coordinated, however, and the re-
sults were difficult to measure,
the GAO said.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Medics proud to serve

As commander of the 332nd Expedi-
tionary Medical Group at Balad Air
Base, Iraq, I want to thank Stars and
Stripes for the positive coverage given to
our medical group in the article “A battle
to save Fallujah wounded” (Nov. 26).

‘We medics at the 332nd are happy to
be part of a large medical team com-
posed of Army, Navy and Air Force med-
ics scattered across Iraq, all of whom pro-
vide expert care to U.S. forces, coalition
partners and Iraqi civilians and self-de-
fense forces. Our work here is simply rep-
resentative of the great care available
throughout the country.

In addition to the staff members men-
tioned in the article, my organization con-
tains Australian army and navy medics
and several registered nurses and li-
censed practical nurses from the Army.
We are truly a joint/combined staff and
are proud of each and every one of them.

Air Force Col. Greg Wickern
Balad Air Base, Iraq

Leaders don’t need a CIB

As an infantry fire team leader, I am
appalled at the amount of whining that
the infantry has done over the Combat In-
fantryman Badge.

I am a firm believer in tradition, and I
believe that the CIB should be kept with-
in the ranks of the combat infantrymen. I
have been blessed with the honor of lead-
ing a team of the finest examples of infan-
trymen the Army has in its arsenal. I
have led them onto the battlefield as well
as carried them off. I held my head high
when I pinned them with the CIBs that
they courageously earned with blood-
shed, sweat and tears.

1 will continue to hold my head high
when I tell you that I didn’t receive a CIB
due to the fact that I am not 11B “quali-
fied.” I am the forward observer for the
platoon that I am “attached” to. The
cooks on my forward operating base
have seen more combat than many of the
mfanlrymen in theater being given a
CIB.

b:mply put, I think we need to reconsid-
er who is given a CIB. Stop making a

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
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mockery of the Army’s most prestigious
“skill” badge. I think it’s strange that an
exception to policy was made when a 13F
was needed to lead 11Bs into combat, but
cannot be awarded the CIB.
When we get back, I will continue to up-
hold the fine traditions of the artillery as
I train your infantrymen. Follow me!
King of Battle.
Sgt. T.J. Fox
Forward Operating Base Independence,
aghdad

Sigonella housing too distant

If you are thinking about taking orders
to Naval Air Station Sigonella in Sicily,
here are some things you may want to
consider.

There is a mandatory housing policy in
effect. You will not have the option to live
out in the Italian community. One of the
two housing complexes, Mineo, is 30
miles away from your child’s school, the
Navy Exchange and the hospital. Which
of the two housing complexes you will
live in only depends on chance, and you
only get one offer.

There are no exceptions being made to
this rule. So for example, if your spouse
happens to be a physician, he/she will be
living a 45 minutes’ drive away from the
hospital and will work approximately

100-plus hours more a month than any of
his colleagues who “happen” to live in
the other housing complex, Maranai.
Still, both housing complexes receive the
same amount of gas coupons and cost of
living allowance even though the resi-
dents of Mineo drive more miles and
have more wear and tear on their vehi-
cles.

All of your child’s sports activities will
be 30 miles away also. So if you want to
experience quality of life and want to
have a choice where your family will
live, you may want to consider a different
overseas duty station.

Jen Temple
Sigonella, Sicily

Payback time at gas pump

This is in response to the letter “Pump
and pay, then shop,” (